Final Presentation


OBJECTIVES

1. Understand the difference between many common communication formats. 

2. Understand how to effectively give an oral research presentation 

REVIEW

The final responsibility of research involves communicating findings to peers and the public at large. Multiple methods exist for sharing knowledge obtained from research activities, and include conference presentations and peer reviewed journals. Conferences are typically annual events, and can be regional or national in scope. Conferences tend to be held about the same time every year, but usually in different locations that can provide some fun outside activities. Information can be distributed in many ways at a conference, by simple conversation with colleagues, while asking questions at poster presentations, listening to paper presentations, and special talks by invited speakers. It is also important to note that peer review applies to most poster and paper conference presentations.

Peer reviewed journals are the most common scholarly method of distributing knowledge obtained by empirical work. Peer reviewed journals ask you to submit your paper using APA style; the journal editor first reads the paper and then usually sends it to multiple (at least 3) reviewers to read and evaluate. The individuals that review your paper do not know the author identity, thus the reviews are blind (to reduce author influence). The blind reviews are used by the journal editor to decide whether or not to accept your paper for publication. The most common response by a journal editor is either reject, or revise and resubmit. The blind reviews are almost always provided to the author for revision purposes (the author does not get the names of the reviewers, just the review information is provided). Journal acceptance rates vary from less than 5 percent of articles to more than 90 percent of articles submitted are accepted. Some journals are more difficult to get published in than others. From a personal perspective and having been published, it is a great deal of work, but the honor is great.

Conference presentations can come in many formats. The most common are a poster presentation and a 15-minute oral presentation. However, two other forms of oral presentations have become more popular in recent years. First, there are the 4–5-minute data blitz presentations, where people will very quickly provide an overview of their project and present findings in one or two empirical studies they conducted. This includes usually a 3-5 slide PowerPoint presentation. 

A second and increasingly popular oral presentation is the elevator talk or elevator pitch. In the elevator pitch, people have 1-2-minutes to effectively present research they have conducted. This includes a sentence or two about their research project and hypotheses, a sentence or two about their methods, a sentence or two about their findings, and a sentence or two with their conclusions. You may think of it like an abstract for a project, although the language one uses in an elevator talk is a little different than a written abstract. Importantly, there is no PowerPoint presentation associated with an elevator talk; these are often used more informally when social networking with researchers or possibly non-researchers such as the media or politicians.   

ASSIGNMENT:

Prepare and give an oral presentation of your research project.

1. This presentation will be an elevator talk or elevator pitch. You will be expected to give it during one of the time slots: Thursday May 6th from 3pm – 4:15pm, Monday May 10th 2:30pm – 4:30pm, or Tuesday May 11th 10am – Noon. To help prevent everyone from going the same day (which would be impossible to do), you are required to sign up for your day on SignUpGenius (link here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508094AABAE2CA3F49-senior2 ).
2. Zoom link for the presentation will be the same link for class (Join Zoom Meeting https://pvpanther.zoom.us/j/99438341376?pwd=cmVjNU83YzdIRUZGRnhKZ3BPWVdjUT09 Meeting ID: 994 3834 1376, Passcode: 8y332m). 
3. Follow the format listed above in the last paragraph of the review. You may also review the class lecture on the presentation module for an example I gave in class. 
